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The Year in Review 

 A 250th anniversary, a total solar eclipse, a new library, a bro-

ken generator, three new air conditioners, maker spaces, LOVE signs, 

and Little Laundromat Libraries — 2017-2018 definitely had its share of 

excitement.  

 The new Mt. Hermon branch library opened on March 5, 2018. 

The branch boasts a meeting room, tutoring/small group room, teen 

space, children’s programming and story time room, more computers, a 

reading garden, and a digital sign to let the public know what is hap-

pening at the new library.  With the addition of two new part-time staff, 

the branch also offers expanded hours. 

 Programs celebrating the county’s 250th anniversary, a 

#PittsylvaniaLOVEsLibraries LOVE sign tour, Eclipse parties, and new 

maker space materials at all the branches kept all the branches busy. 

Little Laundromat Libraries brought books to children and families to 

create new opportunities for reading. Summer Reading Programs de-

terred ‘summer slide’ by  encouraging children and families to keep 

reading all summer long. Exercise programs and wellness classes  kept 

minds and bodies in shape. Even with generator and air conditioner 

issues keeping the Bookmobile and branch buildings closed longer than 

we liked, our great staff rose to the challenges and kept smiling. 

“Bad libraries build collections, 

good libraries build services, great 

libraries build communities.”  

– R. David Lankes 



Awards and Recognition 

 Two Pittsylvania County Public Library programs won awards 

from the Virginia Public Library Directors Association (VPLDA) in 

2018.  

 The library’s programs to celebrate the 250th anniversary of 

the establishment of Pittsylvania County were recognized as an Out-

standing Program in Cooperation with Another Group, Organization, or 

Library for libraries serving a population between 30,000-80,000. The 

library coordinated with the Friends of the Library, Pittsylvania County, 

the Pittsylvania Historical Society, Chatham First, and other civic 

groups. The library offered commemorative library cards and used a 6 

foot cutout of William Pitt, First Earl of Chatham, in a  weekly “Where’s 

William?” social media contest to highlight county history. 

 The library’s Little Laundromat Libraries won the Outstanding 

Children’s Program for libraries serving populations between 30,000-

80,000 people. Beth Marsh and Rachel Timm of our Mt. Hermon 

branch established and maintain 11 book deposits in laundromats 

around the county to give children and families reading opportunities. 

“Libraries store the energy that fuels 

the imagination. They open windows 

to the world and inspire us to explore 

and achieve, and contribute to improv-

ing our quality of life.”  

– Sidney Sheldon 



 Located at 11948 Martinsville Highway since 1992, the 

Brosville/Cascade library offers 21,074 items  in a 3,200 square feet 

brick building located across the road from Brosville Elementary 

School.  

 In 2017-2018, Brosville/Cascade library checked out 42,820 

items. Almost 2,500 people attended programs as part of more than 

17,000 patron visits. Over 9,000 internet sessions logged indicate the 

importance of Brosville’s 8 public access computers and WiFi. 

 The  biggest event of the year was the  total solar eclipse on Au-

gust 21, 2017. The event  brought record numbers  of people to the li-

brary for the eclipse watching party.   

 Activate, Brosville’s easy morning exercise program, grew from 

a once-a-week to a three-times-a-week activity that starts before the 

library opens to patrons. It draws a lively crowd of regulars.  

 A longstanding group of skilled knitters, needlepointers, em-

broiderers and crocheters meets every Tuesday at 10am. This fun group 

produces beautiful work, much of which is donated to cancer patients 

and hospitalized children.   

 Wednesdays for Wees meets every, well, Wednesday. This pop-

ular story time instills basic literacy skills in our youngest patrons 

through stories, rhymes, songs, and fun.  

 All ages had fun with craft, game, movie, health and  education-

al programs offered throughout the year as well as winter and summer 

reading programs.  

 2017-2018 Highlights 

Brosville/Cascade 



 The Chatham library at 24 Military Drive is the oldest and main 

library. In its current location since 1989, the Chatham library also 

houses the library’s administrative staff and the Bookmobile.  In 7,000 

square feet, it offers 42,109 items for the public to check out. Over the 

course of 53,770 visits during 2017-2018, patrons checked out 119,350 

items. More than 8,000 patrons took part  in a library program. Pa-

trons and visitors logged almost 30,000  internet and WiFi sessions 

and benefited from weekly computer tutoring sessions.  

 The Chatham library hosted many fun events during the year, 

from Mad Hatter Tea Parties to Harry Potter day. Even Batman came to 

save the day! People lined up around the building for the solar eclipse 

party. Coloring pages, Guess How Many games, and craft programs 

added to the fun. 

 For our younger patrons, Mother Goose on the Loose and Pre-

school Story Time kept the library rocking with songs, rhymes, and sto-

ries.  1,000 Books Before Kindergarten, Winter and Summer Reading 

programs encouraged children to develop strong reading skills that will 

help them in school and throughout their lives. Two new child-sized 

armchairs in the children’s reading area, provided by the Friends of the 

Library, honor longtime children’s librarian and history center staffer 

Phyllis Bryant. 

 From January through March, the Brown Bag Book Reviews  

hosted by the Friends of the Library provided entertaining lunchtime 

discussions. Adults also enjoyed 2nd Thursday Discussion group and 

the Critique Group that reviewed pre-publication fiction.  

 2017-2018 Highlights 

Chatham 



 The current Gretna Library opened in 1999 as part of the     

Riddle Center, which housed the library and Danville Community Cen-

ter space. In 2015, DCC moved out, providing additional space for the 

library to expand from 3,900 square feet to 6,400 square feet.  The 

space is used for programs and a small group/tutoring space, but reno-

vation plans will open the interior and add new exterior patio space. 

 In 2017-2018 there were almost 34,000 visits to the library and 

almost 6,000 people took part in a library program. More than 67,000 

books and other items were checked out. Patron not only took materials 

home, but also used the public access computers and WiFi nearly 

19,000 sessions.  

 The Gretna branch is always hopping...and stepping, dancing, 

walking, and just moving! Gretna’s group fitness program meets at 

10am every Monday, Wednesday and Friday for 30 minutes of low in-

tensity exercise.   

 Youth Services Specialist Debra Thompson keeps the kids busy, 

too. Homeschool Connections meets twice a  month and travels the 

globe through stories and crafts. Story time participants enjoy special 

programs for Groundhog day, Talk Like a Pirate day, and many more. 

Like other Youth Services specialists, she also takes her stories on the 

road to local schools and day care providers. 

 Gretna’s award-winning adult program, the 2nd Tuesday Reci-

pe Club, meets once a month to share food and recipes organized 

around an ever-changing theme. 

 Gretna also hosts a wide variety of craft and other programs, 

including a regular knitting/crochet group.  

2017-2018 Highlights  

Gretna 



 The Mt. Hermon branch moved into its new home on March 5, 

2018, after a two year effort. At 5,000 square feet, the new library offers 

more than twice the room as the former space, and can now offer a 

large meeting room, a small group/tutoring room, a children’s pro-

gramming room, a teen space, more computers, and a reading garden 

in addition to more room for books and casual reading.  

 Despite construction related activity and closures, Mt. Hermon 

still boasted over 36,000 patron visits, almost 3,000 program partici-

pants, and almost 77,000 items checked out. Plus, 70 new cardholders 

in the first month at the new branch! 

 It may not have been fun, but the move to the new building 

went very smoothly. It was a labor of love for the three Mt. Hermon 

staff members, who were joined by two new part-time staff members in 

the new building. The staffing increase allowed the new branch to ex-

pand its hours from 40 to 52 hours per week and increase program-

ming. 

 The childrens and teens programs have filled the new building 

with energy and art.  Summer Reading escape rooms and read-aloud 

programming have been especially popular. 

 The Mt. Hermon knitting group has also expanded. In 2017, 

they sent a box full of  knitted and crochet baby items to a non-profit 

collection for premature infants at the Virginia Library Association 

meeting in Norfolk.  

 The new library space has also attracted food trucks and Blood-

mobile visits — proof that libraries are never boring! 

2017-2018 Highlights 

Mt. Hermon 



 The History Research Center &  Library occupies the former 

1918 Chatham rail depot.  The depot was restored by through the efforts 

of local citizens and the Pittsylvania Historical Society, and has been 

operated and maintained by the Library since 2013. In addition to local 

history, veterans, and railroad displays, the building consolidates the 

library’s local history and genealogical holdings and provides an ample 

meeting room for community events. The History Center provides ref-

erence services for historians and genealogists from around the county 

and the country. 

 The assistance of History Center records and branch manager 

Ron Frances was acknowledged in a 2017 book, Code Girls: The Untold 

Story of the American Women Code Breakers of WWII, by Liza Mundy.  

The national bestseller opens with a description of Chatham, Virginia, 

and tells ,among others, the story of a Chatham High School teacher 

who became a codebreaker. 

 The library’s Our Civil Rights: Created Equal  film and discus-

sion series is also well known. Moderated by Averett University assis-

tant professor of history, Andrew Canady, the series runs from May 

through September and typically attracts 30-40 participants from 

across the region. Now in its fifth year, the series began with a grant 

from the National Endowment for the Humanities and is now support-

ed by the library, History United, Pittsylvania Together, Chatham First, 

and the Rosebud Baptist Church.  

 The History Center also hosted exhibits of historical materials 

related to the Buffalo Soldiers and the World Wars.  

 2017-2018 Highlights 

History Center 



 Bookmobiles have roamed Pittsylvania County’s back roads 

since 1939 when a Works Progress Administration (WPA) program de-

livered the first vehicle. The current Bookmobile, christened “Speedy 

Reader,” joined the team in 2006. In June 2017, the generator  that 

powers the lights and air conditioning finally failed. That took the 

Bookmobile off the road for four months until the PPL Foundation paid 

to replace it. In the interval, Myrna and Kathi soldiered on, operating 

out of the library’s minivan. They, and all of the Bookmobile’s faithful 

patrons, were happy to welcome Speedy Reader back! 

 The Bookmobile is always a welcome addition to special events 

around the county. In 2017-2018, the Bookmobile took part in the Jun-

ior League’s always popular Touch-A-Truck event, a smaller Touch-A-

Truck  at the Chamber of Commerce’s  and Chatham First’s Chatham 

Crawl for Business Appreciation Week, a back to school event hosted by 

the local NAACP at Greater Triumph Baptist Church, and that annual 

holiday favorite, the Chatham Christmas Parade. 

 The Bookmobile took part in the county’s 250th anniversary, 

hosting a visit by the county’s namesake, William Pitt, First Earl of 

Chatham. Several bookmobile stops were featured in William’s tour of 

the county as well.  

 The Bookmobile makes between 50 and 60 stops around the 

county each month, providing library access and materials to individu-

als, homeschool groups, and local public and private schools. At school 

stops, Myrna and Kathi might check out 400 books !  The Bookmobile 

also visits local nursing homes to provide leave-behind libraries. 

 2017-2018 Highlights 

Bookmobile 



 Libraries are a reflection of their communities. The Pittsylvania 

County Public Library is proud to collaborate with many community 

organizations — History United, the Pittsylvania Historical Society, 

Pittsylvania Together, Chatham First, Revitalization for a Greater Gret-

na, the Pittsylvania Pet Center, the NAACP, Smart Beginnings, the 

Chamber of Commerce, Chatham Rotary Club,  the Danville Museum of 

Fine Arts & History, the Health Collaborative, the Cancer Research 

Center, Brosville Methodist Church, Chatham Baptist Church,  and 

Rosebud Baptist Church are among some of the organizations the li-

brary has worked with to present programs and events for Pittsylvania 

County citizens.  

 The Pittsylvania County Public Library also appreciates the 

support provided by the Library of Virginia, the Institute of Museum 

and Library Services, the Virginia State Parks, and many other state 

and federal organizations that provide materials and support for librar-

ies. 

 As a department of Pittsylvania County, the library appreciates 

the support and cooperation of the County’s administration and of oth-

er County departments, notably Buildings and Grounds and the depart-

ment of  Parks and Recreation. 

 “Alone we can do so little; 

together we can do so much.”  

          — Helen Keller 

Collaborations 



Future Plans 

 From January through June 2018, the library worked with citi-

zens, educators, and local leaders to produce a long-term vision for the 

Pittsylvania County Public Library. The vision includes changes to the 

staffing and facilities at the existing Brosville and Gretna branches and 

the construction of three new libraries in the Banister, Dan River, and 

Staunton River districts. The goal of this plan is to provide the best pos-

sible service to all county residents, including areas that are currently 

underserved.  

 The next step is a feasibility study to gather additional infor-

mation and expert advice on facilities requirements that can guide the 

implementation of the expansion plan. We’ve got a long way to go, but 

we know where we are heading. It is an exciting time for the  library 

and our communities! 

“A library in the middle of a community is a 

cross between an emergency exit, a life-raft, 

and a festival. They are cathedrals of the 

mind, hospitals of the soul; theme parks of 

the imagination. On a cold rainy island, 

they are the only sheltered public spaces 

where you are not a consumer, but a citizen 

instead.”  

– Caitlin Moran 



Gratitude 

The Pittsylvania County Public Library would not be what it is without 

the help and support of  many dedicated volunteers:  the Library Board 

of Trustees, our Friends of the Library groups and  their boards, and 

the PPL Foundation. These dedicated citizens give generously of their 

time, energy, enthusiasm, and wisdom to ensure that the library and its 

staff are responsive to the citizens of our county and that we can offer 

the best facilities, materials, programs, and staff possible.   

 Our Trustees oversee all library operations and policies. 

Our Friends groups host the book sales that provide funding for most 

library programs, summer reading, and prizes. The PPL Foundation 

raised more than $200,000 to furnish the Mt. Hermon library  and to 

purchase a new generator for the Bookmobile.    

 We are also thankful for the support of the County of Pittsylva-

nia, the Pittsylvania County Board of Supervisors, and the many indi-

viduals and charitable foundations that contributed to the Mt. Hermon 

library and to the library as a whole.  

“Your library is your paradise.”  

– Erasmus 


